
country for the promotion of medical investigations are
of inestimable value, but not one of them could have
justified its existence by results if it had been estab-
lished in America thirty years ago, when medical edu-
cation was so defective. The dependence of research on
education is of fundamental importance. The prime
factor influencing the development of scientific research
in any country is the condition of its higher education.
Scientific investigation is the fruit of a tree which has
its roots in the educational system, and if the roots are
neglected and unhealthy there will be no fruit. Trained
investigators are bred in educational institutions. In-
dependent laboratories are dependent on a supply from
this source, and without it they can not justify their
existence, but where proper standards of education exist
such laboratories have a distinctive and important field
of usefulness. I contend, therefore, that those inter-
ested in the advancement of medical knowledge should
not be indifferent to the condition of education in our
better medical schools and should not rest on the as-

sumption that the educational side can be safely left
to take care of itself.
Moreover, those who are to apply the new knowledge

are physicians and sanitarians. The public is vitally in-
terested in the supply of good physicians, never so much
as to-day when their power to serve the welfare of the
community has been so vastly increased and is rapidly
growing, and if it wants good doctors it must help to
make them.
I have been able, within the limits of this address, to

indicate only a relatively small part of the increased
strength gained by both medical school and university
by the combination of their forces, but I hope that I
may have conveyed some impression of the rich fields of
discovery, of trie beneficent service to the community,
of the important educational work opened to the uni-
versity by close union with a strong department of med-
icine, and of the inestimable value to medicine of inti-
mate contact with the fructifying influences and vital-
izing ideals of the university. Where is there a univer-
sity which, if provided with the requisite resources,
gives stronger assurance of securing these mutual bene-
fits than the University of Chicago, so fruitful in
achievement during its brief but eventful history, so
vigorous in its present life, so full of high promise for
the future, and where in all this land is there a loca-
tion more favorable to the development of a great uni-
versity medical school than here in the city of Chicago?
Such a development is bound to come and the sooner it
arrives the earlier the day when America shall assume
that leading position in the world of medical science and
art assured to her by her resources, the intelligence of
her people, her rank among the nations and her high
destiny.
DENTISTRY AS A TRUE SPECIALTY OF

MEDICINE.
CHAIRMAN'S ADDRESS BEFORE THE SECTION ON STOM-
ATOLOGY AT THE FIFTY-EIGHTH ANNUAL SESSION
OF THE AMERICAN MEDICAL ASSOCIATION, 1907.

MORRIS I. SCHAMBERG, D.D.S., M.D.
NEW YORK CITY.

There is no subject more worthy of consideration, no
time more fitting, no place better suited to the act, than
the discussion now before the Section on Stomatology
of the American Medical Association of the means

whereby dentistry is to become a true specialty of medi-
cine.

This departure from the customary form of address
by the chairman is prompted by the importance of our
deliberation on a theme which is so closely interwoven
with the interest and the work of this Section.
It is, indeed, unfortunate that the dental profession,of which we are justly proud, is not represented in this

Section by a greater membership, since the degree in
medicine is not an essential to eligibility. Many of theactive members of this Section are men who hold both
medical and dental degrees. There are many more men,
however, in and out of this Association who, with but
the degree of dentistry, are sufficiently broad in their
views, scientific in their work, and practical in their
ideas, to see the need for the change that will place
stomatology on an equal basis with the other specialtiesin medicine.
In 1881 the American Medical Association recognized

stomatology as a distinct branch of medicine, and this
Section, to which you are at present lending your inter-
est, was organized. Since that time much good has been
accomplished by the publication in The Journal of the
American Medical Association of papers which, bearing
on the correlation of oral and systemic disease, have
opened the purely medical eye to the work that is beingdone by the exponents of dentistry. It now becomes the
duty of this Section to open the purely dental eye to the
method by which dentistry, or rather stomatology, can
be made a still greater credit to the men who practice it,
a more honored branch of medicine and a specialty
which will render a greater service to human kind.
So long as dentistry remains a separate profession

from medicine, so long will differences exist between
the medical man and the dentist, so long will dentistry
be viewed as the less scientific, so long will its mechan-
ical attainments stand out as paramount and its thera-
peutic value prove insignificant.
The wonderful strides made in dentistry have been

along mechanical lines, and this, to some extent, at the
expense of medical and surgical training. The evolu-
tion of dentistry from the mechanical age to the thera-
peutic and surgical age, is inevitable. There was a time
when the alleviation of dental ailments, like many of the
minor surgical ills, was in the hands of the self-styled
surgical barber, who practiced cupping, leeching and
the extraction of teeth. Later it became necessary for
an individual who wished to conduct such a practice
to spend an apprenticeship in the office of a predecessor,
who handed down to the succeeding generation methods,
not alone for the relief of symptoms, but for the reten-
tion, restoration and substitution of the affected part.
To-day in dentistry we pay humble recognition and

respectful homage to those who have preceded us andwho have done much to advance this noble science, and
yet, without reflection on the pioneers, we demand ofthose who would practice at the present time a degree,earned in a school after years of preparation and study;formerly one, then two, now three, and shortly it maybe four years, to say naught of the increase of the pre-liminary requirements to entrance into dental schools.
With that which now comprises a complete course in

dentistry we are but one step removed from the adop-tion of the full medical course with a supplementarytwo years devoted to dental studies. The two years thusspent would take the place of the medical practitioner's
interneship in a hospital and the specialist's year or two
abroad. Medical men thus equipped themselves before
embarking on their professional careers. How then can
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the stomatologist do less and hope to gain full recogni-
tion as specialist of .medicine ?
It is the fear of your chairman that unless radical

steps are taken to make dentistry a true specialty of
medicine, ultimately there will be a marked distinction
between stomatology and dentistry. Already there are

many men who see the advantage of supplementing their
dental training with the medical course, and stomato-
logic societies are being organized, composed mainly of
practitioners holding the medical degree. This is at-
tested by the following communication from abroad :

FIRST FRENCH CONCRESS OF STOMATOLOGY.

Dear Doctor:—The Stomatologic Society, wishing to cele-
brate the twentieth year of its foundation, has decided to or-
ganize a Congress of Stomatology in Paris, which will be held
Aug. 1 to 5, 1907.
This congress will be the long awaited consecration of those

professional ideas and scientific principles which our society
has always defended ever since its formation. Its aim will be
to demonstrate clearly that stomatology is a branch of medi-
cine, a medical and surgical specialty, just as much as is oph-
thalmology, laryngology, etc., and requiring from its adepts a
complete knowledge of medicine and including all the scientific
studies which in all countries are recognized as essential for
obtaining the degree of M.D.
The diseases of the mouth, teeth and jaws are closely related

to other diseases and with the general pathology of the organ-
ism. A correct knowledge of this relation is necessary for all
who practice dental science, or rather stomatology with all
that it includes. Special technical training is most necessary
for the perfection of the surgeon and for any other specialist,
and is easily acquired by the learned physician, but must be
secured by a rational method of instruction.
Stomatology includes all that is known in this specialty

whether technical or scientific, and the stomatologist applies
all to the care of the mouth, teeth and adjacent parts. This
scientific and practical conception of our art, which is so obvi-
ously applicable to the public welfare, does not alone apply to
the French stomatologists, but equally to a large number of
stomatologists of other countries as well, whose works, publi-
cations and scientific societies have long since shown us their
high medical culture and professional standing.
We hope that our First Congress of Stomatology will be

honored by your presence; for it is only by the united efforts
of all our confreres from all other countries that its real value
and significance will be established. Your presence will indi-
cate the general character of our aims. The medical tie unites
us all in one common sympathy and brotherhood, which will
insure unity and success of our cause, which will be at the
same time scientific, moral and social.

COMMITTEE OF ORGANIZATION.

Honorary Presidents: MM. Galippe and Redier.
President: M. Cruet.
Vice-presidents: MM. Claude Martin and J. Ferrier.
General Secretary: M. Chompret.
Secretaries: MM. Beliard and Bozo.
Treasurer: M. Gires.
Members: MM. Amoedo, Bachelier, Bacque, Beal, Beltrami,

Besson, Bouvet, Bouyer, Bugnot, Capdepont, Caumartin, Chemin,
Courchet, I. Davenport, Dunogier, Fare, Fleury, Frey, Gaillard,
Granjon, Hugensehmidt, Mainguy, Marais, Maurel, Montes,
Nogue, Nux, Nuyts, Pietkiewicz, Pitsch, Queudot, P. Robin,
Rodier. Rosenthal, Siffre, J. Tellier, Thesee, Thomas, Tourtelot.
Article 2 of the regulations of the First French Congress of

Stomatology reads: Its membership may consist of: 1. All
members of the Stomatologic Society of Paris (both charter
and regular members) and also of French and foreign associate
members. 2. All French and foreign doctors of medicine who
are interested in stomatology. 3. Individuals who, by reason
of their work, knowledge or attainments, shall be admitted by
the committee on organization.

It would be, indeed, unfortunate if dentistry and
stomatology should become divorced; your chairman
believes that it would be one of the worst calamities that
could befall both dentistry and stomatology. If this is
the accepted opinion of this body it would be well for
us, through delegates from our Section that will attend
the French Congress of Stomatology, to pledge our sup-
port to any movement which will further the interests
of dentistry and stomatology as a unit, and to oppose
seriously any action that would tend to separate them.
It is to be hoped that the symposium on "The Med-

ical Education for the Dentist," which will follow, wall
contain valuable suggestions pertaining to this impor-
tant topic, and will elaborate a system by which dentistry
can become an integral part of medicine without fric-
tion or disruption in the dental ranks.
Great accomplishments are acquired only through

needful sacrifice, but in our deliberation let us see that
all phases of the subject are carefully considered so that
injustice is done no one. Let us appoint a committee
to compile a report of the most practical suggestions
presented at this meeting, to be sent to the French Con-
gress of Stomatology, to the National Dental Associa-
tion, and to the prominent dental journals, so that this
important movement may not die an untimely death on
the western shore of the Atlantic.
The brief and incomplete outline that I have drawn

for the conversion of dentistry as a separate profession
to stomatology as a specialty of medicine implies:
1. The elimination of all dental schools unassociated

with medical colleges or universities.
2. The attendance of all dental students on the full

course in medicine instead of the present method of at-
tending with the medical students the lectures on the
elementary subjects.
3. The addition to medical schools of a chair of stom-

atology and a course on that subject to correspond with
the amount of instruction given in ophthalmology, otol-
ogy, rhinology, etc.
4. The purely dental and mechanical training to be

acquired by a special course in the dental department,
which will have its separate chairs in mechanical and
operative dentistry, oral surgery, etc.
With the universal adoption by the better institutions

of such a plan as this, little change in legislation con-
trolling the practice of this specialty would be necessary.
Those who are registered practitioners now would con-
tinue to practice, and with an increasing consideration
and respect from the public as well as from their med-
ical confreres, owing to the high station that the spe-
cialty had reached.
I will not dwell further on this subject, but will ask

the most earnest consideration of this matter by this im-
portant body of dentists and stomatologists.
I can not bring my remarks to an ending without

making brief reference to the arduous and efficient serv-
ices of our genial secretary, who has for many years con-
ducted the duties of his office with the greatest degree
of satisfaction to the members of our Section. May hishealth permit him to remain active in the work of the
Section until the successful culmination of the move-
ment which is so warm to his heart, and to which I beg
your unrelenting efforts.

Treatment of Mercurial Poisoning.—L. Sabbatani (Riforma
Medica, July 13, 1007) states that experiments on rabbits
demonstrated the efficacy of sulphydric acid in mercurial pois-
oning. It is given in small and frequent doses.
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